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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . In light of the arguments presented by applicant on April 17, 2008, the restriction 
requirement set forth in office letter dated March 17, 2008 is hereby withdrawn and 
claims 1-8 are rejoined. 

2. This communication is a first Office Action Non-Final rejection on the merits. 
Claims 1-8 are pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Burger et al. (2003/0220876). 

As per claims 1 and 8, Burger et al. teaches a terminal for conducting a 
financial transaction, comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 10/825,088 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3687 

a radio frequency reader (See [0098], via RFID reader 116), said reader 
configured to read a selected one of a plurality of payment tokens employing dissimilar 
data formats, and to provide data corresponding to an elicited response from said 
selected one of a plurality of payment tokens employing dissimilar data formats (See 
[0009], via a token with a memory capable of storing dissimilar data formats); 

a memory for recording data and a machine-readable program, said memory in 
communication with said radio frequency reader (See [0009], via a token with a memory 
capable of storing dissimilar data formats); 

a communication module in communication with said radio frequency reader and 
said memory, said communication module configured to communicate bidirectionally 
with a remote computer-based apparatus (See [0093], via network capabilities); and 

a processor module In communication with said memory and said radio 
frequency reader, said processor module configured by said machine-readable program 
to attempt to decode said data corresponding to said elicited response (See [0098], via 
various network capabilities); 

wherein, responsive to an Indication that said processor module Is not configured 
to perform said decoding correctly, said communication module is configured to request 
from said remote computer-based apparatus at least one machine-readable instruction 
for properly configuring said processor module to decode said data (See [0098], via a 
network that controls access to stored Information and that also provides service to 
Pocket Vault holders). 
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As per claim 2, Burger et al. teaches a transaction register (See [0002], via 
financial transactions). 

As per claim 3, Burger et al. teaches wherein said transaction register is 
operated by a salesperson (See the Abstract, via a point of sale transaction). 

As per claim 4, Burger et al. teaches a printer (See the Abstract, via a point of 
sale transaction). 

As per claim 5, Burger et al. teaches wherein said printer is configured to print a 
transaction receipt (See the Abstract, via a point of sale transaction). 

As per claim 6, Burger et al. teaches an imaging device (See [0097], via a bar 
code reader). 

As per claim 7, Burger et al. teaches wherein the imaging device comprises a 
bar code reader (See [0097], via a bar code reader). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Saunders (7,228,155) teaches a system and method for remotely initializing a RF 

transaction. 

Pond et al. (20040030601 ) teaches electronic payment methods for a mobile 
device. 

Beenau et al. (20050040242) teaches a transparent transaction device. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to STEVEN J. MALONE whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5107. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30 am - 
5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Gart can be reached on 571-272-3955. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Matthew 8 Gart/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3687 

SM 
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